8 New Square, Lincoln’s Inn
London WC2A 3QP

phone +44 (0) 20 7306 0102
fax
+44 (0) 20 7306 0095
chambers@wilberforce.co.uk
wilberforce.co.uk

Alan Gourgey QC
Call: 1984
QC: 2003

Clerks’ Details
+44 (0)20 7306 0102
practicemanagers@wilberforce.co.uk

agourgey@wilberforce.co.uk

“Someone who is on top
of their game.”
Chambers & Partners, 2020

“An outstanding silk.”
The Legal 500, 2020

Practice Overview
Alan is a prominent and very experienced commercial silk, who was listed as one of
The Lawyer’s Hot 100 in 2020, which recognises 100 “lawyers of the moment who are
shaping the legal profession right now” across the Bar, private practice and in-house.
Furthermore, he was shortlisted for Commercial Litigation Silk of the Year Award at The
Legal 500 UK Awards 2019. He is recommended by the legal directories as “a real star”
for civil fraud as well as commercial dispute resolution, commercial chancery, insolvency
and IT litigation. Regarded as “a brilliant all-rounder” who is truly “outstanding” and a “go
to for high value briefs”, his areas of practice also cover arbitration, banking litigation and
company law.
In addition to appearing/advising the English Courts, Alan also has considerable
international experience in commercial disputes particularly in relation to international
arbitration.
Clients note “his intellectual agility and strong advocacy skills” as well as the fact that
“he is very user-friendly and supportive”, “a real team player”. They also value the fact
that he is “a very impressive cross-examiner who is completely on the ball and has all
the facts at his fingertips”. He is regarded as “a really great advocate who is absolutely
outstanding in court”.
The legal directories note that he is a highly respected commercial counsel who is most
adept at handling civil fraud matters and has further expertise in IT, company law and
insolvency.
The 2020 edition of Chambers & Partners describes Alan as “very thorough and clever”,
“he combines a superb legal brain with a no-nonsense attitude”. He is “highly intelligent
and analytical” who is also “a terrific leader who marshals his team well”. “He is superb
on paper, gives lightning-fast advice and is adept at working with foreign lawyers on
complex matters.” Alan is “someone who is on top of their game”, “experienced and
highly capable”, “user-friendly and willing to get his hands dirty”.
The Legal 500 2020 edition describes Alan as “an outstanding silk”, “he has a fantastic
brain”. He is also “outstandingly good on his feet, very able legally and tactically, and
excellent with solicitors and clients”.
The 2019 edition of Chambers & Partners describes Alan as “an unrivalled expert
on contractual and commercial matters, who has an excellent brain and who gives
clear legal advice”. “He’s tough and brave and willing to explore difficult avenues of
argument.” He is also “phenomenal on his feet” and has a “second to none work ethic”.
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The 2019 edition of The Legal 500 says that Alan is “an excellent trial advocate
and skilled cross-examiner, having him retained is a huge asset”. He is “extremely
hardworking and approachable, and of great assistance in fraud cases.”
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Banking & Finance
Litigation involving banks and other financial institutions has long been a feature of Alan’s
practice. His work focuses on general commercial/contractual disputes, breach of duty
and fraud claims.
His recent work includes:
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•

ICC arbitration in Geneva concerning a substantial fraud claim against a major bank.

•

Bank of Moscow JC BVI & Ors: a US$150m claim for misappropriation assets where
Alan has been instrumental in obtaining default judgments, freezing orders and
committal proceedings.

•

Silva Property Investment Ltd v Co-operative Bank: dispute concerning the
enforcement of an agreement to purchase an hotel by way of purchase of shares and
requiring that a charge in favour of the bank be expunged.

•

Clydesdale Bank v Stoke Place Hotel: claims relating to conspiracy to defraud by
shareholder directors.

