8 New Square, Lincoln’s Inn
London WC2A 3QP

phone +44 (0) 20 7306 0102
fax
+44 (0) 20 7306 0095
chambers@wilberforce.co.uk
www.wilberforce.co.uk

Jack Watson

Clerks' Details

Call: 2012

+44 (0)20 7306 0102
practicemanagers@wilberforce.co.uk
Qualifications and Appointments

jwatson@wilberforce.co.uk

•

BA, Emmanuel College Cambridge

•

LLM, Emmanuel College Cambridge, graded First

•

MPhil, Emmanuel College Cambridge

•

BPTC, BPP, graded Outstanding

•

Denning Scholarship (Lincoln’s Inn)

•

Hardwicke Scholarship (Lincoln’s Inn)

•

Rodwell Prize (Emmanuel College)

•

Bachelor Scholarship (Emmanuel College)

•

European and World Masters Cup Debating
Champion; winner of a record 28 university level
debating competitions

Memberships

Practice Overview

•

Jack has a busy commercial and chancery practice with significant experience acting
in high value and complex disputes often in cases involving an international dimension.
In particular Jack’s practice includes civil fraud disputes, company and insolvency, trusts,
breach of fiduciary duties, professional liability, pensions as well as property-related work.
Equally comfortable working on his own or as part of a larger team, he has significant
advocacy experience appearing as sole counsel in a wide range of matters in his own right
in both the county court, the High Court and appellate Courts and often appears on his
own against QCs or senior junior barristers.

Chancery Bar Association

Publications
•

‘Doubt, mistake and risktaking in restitutionary
claims’ [2011] K.L.J. 22(2),
220-227

•

‘Legitimate expectations
and the Lisbon Treaty
(Case Comment)’ [2010]
C.S.L.R. (1), 330.

•

‘Clarity and Ambiguity: A
New Approach to the Test
of Legitimacy in the Law
of Expectations’ [2010]
Legal Studies Vol 30 No. 4

Approachable and easy to deal with, Jack specialises in providing clear and structured
advice on often complex issues and fighting hard in order to ensure the best outcome for
his clients.
Jack’s recent experience includes:
•

AHAB v Saad: acting as junior counsel (with Tom Lowe QC) in one of the largest fraud
cases ever litigated, involving a claim for around US$9bn, a trial lasting over a year and
the disclosure of over 5 million documents. In addition to complex issues of fact, the
case involved issues relating to tracing and asset recovery, trust and partnership law,
attribution of knowledge, ex turpi causa, bona fide purchase, conflicts of law and the
law of Saudi Arabia, Switzerland and Bahrain.

•

Richards v Bodden: appearing as sole counsel in the Cayman Islands Court of Appeal
in a complex claim for restitution arising out of a failed property purchase.

•

FNTC v BBLL: acting as junior counsel (with Alan Gourgey QC) in relation to a hard
fought claim for dishonest assistance and breach of trust arising out of the purchase of
a Spanish Apartment complex.

Jack is a former European Debating Champion and his published written work has been
described as ‘illuminating’ in the Privy Council (Paponette v A-G of Trinidad and Tobago
[2010] UKPC 32 per Lord Brown) and been cited approvingly by the Court of Appeal for
Northern Ireland (Re Loreto Grammar School [2012] NICA 1) and again by the Privy Council
(United Policyholders Group v Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago [2016] UKPC 17).
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Insolvency
Jack has a busy insolvency practice encompassing both advocacy and advisory work and
has acted in a number of high profile, high value cases. He regularly acts for office holders,
directors, individuals and insolvent companies often in cases involving an international or
multi-jurisdictional dimension.
Jack’s recent insolvency cases include:
•

Re Abraaj (2018): acting as junior counsel (with Tom Lowe QC) in obtaining a
proprietary injunction preventing a distribution of sale proceeds allegedly held on
constructive trust arising out of the collapse of the Abraaj Group.

•

Re Ferster (In bankruptcy): Acting as sole counsel for a trustee in bankruptcy seeking
the extension of a bankruptcy for failure to comply with requests for information.

•

AHAB v Saad (2018) – Acting for the joint official liquidators of a Cayman Islands
company defending a multi-billion dollar cross-jurisdictional fraud claim.

•

Re Digital Wings Ltd (2018) – Opposing an application by the liquidator of a BVI
company for recognition and assistance before the courts of St Vincent and the
Grenadines.

•

Re Lancelot (2017) – Acting for creditors in the Cayman Islands in claims concerning
redemption rights in the Feeder Fund at the centre of the massive US$10 billion Petters
ponzi scheme and the creditors ability to sue a company in liquidation in the context of
an intended distribution.

•

Re Westpark Durham LLP (2017) – Acting for a member of an LLP bringing and
defending competing unfair prejudice petitions followed by applications to wind up a
competing LLP allegedly created fraudulently in breach of fiduciary duty.

•

Minto v Holmes (2017) – Unfair prejudice petition arising out of the conduct of a health
and beauty business in the North East of England.

•

Re Takhar (2017) – Acting for the debtor in a bankruptcy petition alleging abuse of
process in the context of an extant Supreme Court Appeal

•

SIFCO 5: Re s.236 (2016)– Acting for the joint official liquidators of a Cayman Islands
Company in an application to examine various parties under s.236 Insolvency Act.

In addition, Jack undertakes a wide range of insolvency and company related work
including:
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•

Issues arising in company liquidation, administration and bankruptcy

•

Actions against company directors

•

Shareholder disputes

•

Restraining presentation and rescinding winding up orders

•

Advising on share purchase agreements/disputes

