
 
 

Cayman Conference 2020: Workshop joining details and problem questions 
Virtual Workshop 2: Contempt for breach of foreign law 

Alan Gourgey QC and Elizabeth Houghton 
 

 
Workshop 2 Zoom joining instructions (same details on both days) 
https://wilberforce.zoom.us/j/92930732092?pwd=QitxYUFPSEd0a0ZLUHJFOXdOQVR6Zz09  
 
Meeting ID: 929 3073 2092 
Passcode: 496883 
One tap mobile 
+442080806592,,92930732092#,,,,,,0#,,496883# United Kingdom 
+443300885830,,92930732092#,,,,,,0#,,496883# United Kingdom 
 
Dial by your location 
        +44 208 080 6592 United Kingdom 
        +44 330 088 5830 United Kingdom 
        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
        +44 208 080 6591 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 929 3073 2092 
Passcode: 496883 
Find your local number: https://wilberforce.zoom.us/u/acN2mXFVxw  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Problem questions 
 
Astra Limited is a Lichtenstein Establishment.1 In 2018, Mr Smith transferred assets to Astra in an 
attempt to put them out of his reach for the purposes divorce proceedings in London. Following an 
application for financial remedies by Mrs Smith, Astra was ordered (amongst other things) to transfer 
a valuable Monet painting to Mrs Smith and became subject to an English freezing order up to a sum 
of £100 million. The freezing order includes the usual order for asset disclosure.  
 
The sole corporate director of Astra Limited is Celestial Limited. Celestial is a Lichtenstein company. 
The only directors of Celestial are Roger and Murray. Investigations have revealed that Roger is a 
lawyer and Lichtenstein national and Murray is a Cayman-based professional. 
 
Celestial is not a party to any of the divorce proceedings, nor named in the freezing order. Mrs Smith’s 
lawyers have attempted to get the judgment and freezing order recognised in Lichtenstein but to no 
avail.  
 
Mrs Smith now wishes to bring contempt proceedings against Roger and Murray for their failure to 
force Celestial (and in turn Astra) to comply with the freezing order, and failure to transfer the 
Monet painting. 
 

 
1 A legal entity unique to Lichtenstein which blends characteristics of a foundation and a company 

https://wilberforce.zoom.us/j/92930732092?pwd=QitxYUFPSEd0a0ZLUHJFOXdOQVR6Zz09
https://wilberforce.zoom.us/u/acN2mXFVxw


 
 

Celestial has claimed that it cannot comply with the orders made against Astra because if it transferred 
the Monet it would be in breach of Lichtenstein criminal laws, and disclosure ancillary to the freezing 
order would be in breach of Lichtenstein secrecy laws. 
 
Questions 

(a) Can Mrs Smith bring contempt proceedings in England against Roger and Murray? 
(b) Assume instead that the order for transfer of the Monet, and the freezing order, had been 

made by the Cayman Grand Court. Can Mrs Smith bring contempt proceedings against Roger 
(as well as Murray) in Cayman? 

(c) What effect might Celestial’s claims that it would be in breach of Lichtenstein law if it 
complied with the orders have? 

 
Pre-reading (if time permits):  
 
Ahkmedova v Akhmedov [2019] EWHC 1705 (Fam) 
Ahkmedova v Akhmedov [2020] EWHC 2235 (Fam)  
 
 
 
 


